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BUTTE COUNTY. Idaho

Oct 17,2022 1:54:06 pm  Fee: §

For: TRILBY MCAFFEE CLERK

SHELLY BLACKNER. Recorder
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COM  BILLEE. Deputy

FOR BUTTE COUN1 Y

In the matter of urging Congress to )
Reauthorize SRSCA and establish a ) RESOLUTION NO.2012-001
Forest community trust pilot program)

WHEREAS, Congress enacted in 1908 and subsequently amended a law that requires
that 25 percent of the revenues derived from National Forest lands be paid to states for use by the
counties in which the lands are situated for the benefit of public schools and roads; and

WHEREAS, the principal source of revenues from National Forest lands is from the sale
and removal of timber, which has been curtailed in recent years with a corresponding decline in
revenues shared with counties; and

WHEREAS, the United States Congress recognized a need to stabilize education and
road maintenance funding through predictable payments to the affected counties, and to achieve
that goal enacted the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000,
which has been amended and re-authorized for FFY 2008 - 2011 (“SRSCA”); and

WHEREAS, SRSCA expires in 2011, and failure to reauthorize will result in a loss of
$505,065.00 in revenues that help fund roads and schools in Butte County.

WHEREAS, SRSCA was enacted as a short-term safety net for forest counties while the
federal government restored sustainable active management to lands managed by the U.S. Forest
Service.

WHEREAS, the creation of a community forest trust pilot program would allow
Congress to implement sustainable active management practices that would generate new
revenues to help offset the cost of funding SRSCA and thereby assist Congress in identifying
ways to reduce the federal deficit; and

WHEREAS, sustainable active management of Idaho forests will improve local
economies in Idaho by restoring employment opportunities to forest counties currently struggling
with high unemployment; and

WHEREAS, sustainable active management of Idaho forests will improve the overall
health of Idaho forests thereby reducing the likelihood of devastating forest fires and the impact
of invasive species and diseases in Idaho’s forests.

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Butte County Board of Commissioners
respectfully urges the Congress of the United States to reauthorize the Secure Rural Schools and
Community Self-Determination Act of 2008 (P.L. 106-3893) and establish a forest community
trust pilot program that:
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1. Designates 200,000 acres of USFS land outside of wilderness designations to be managed
by the Idaho State Department of Lands (IDL) on behalf of counties and schools
according to IDL land management practices; and

2. Allocates revenues to all Idaho forest counties using a mutually agreed upon formula; and

3. Establishes a management board of county commissioners appointed by the Governor;
and

4. Allows the USFS to maintain ownership and fire management responsibility of the land.
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