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Commercial Wind Generation

AN ORDINANCE OF BUTTE COUNTY, IDAHO PROVIDING FOR STANDARDS,

PERMIT CRITERIA, AND REMOVAL OF WIND GENERATION EQUIPMENT AND

FACILITIES; AND PROVIDING AND EFFECTIVE DATE.

1. PURPOSE:

Butte County recognizes the increased demands for alternative energy

generating facilities and the need for alternative power that wind turbine facilities

may provide. The purpose of these supplemental regulations is to protect the

community's interest in properly erecting wind turbine towers in a manner

consistent with sound land use planning, while also allowing commercial providers

to meet their power generating objectives.

2. DEFINITION: Producing and selling power generated for the open market.

3. PERMITTED AND PROHIBITED USES:

A. Commercial Wind Power Generating Facilities are permitted upon

granting of a Conditional use permit within the Agricultural, Industrial and

Commercial Zones.

4. ADDITIONAL STANDARDS: USE PERMIT CRITERIA

No permit shall be granted for a Commercial Wind Power Generating

facilities unless it is determined that the proposed use meets all of the following

criteria:

A. The minimum required setback distance betvveen each Wind Turbine

Tower and all surrounding property line, shall be no less than the tower height plus

rotor radius.

B. Compliance with Building Code: Building permit applications for wind

energy systems shall be accompanied by standard drawings ofthe wind turbine

structure, including the tower, base, and footings. An engineering analysis ofthe

tower showing compliance with Building code and certified by a licensed

professional engineer shall also be submitted.
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5. LIABIITY INSURANCE:

Prior to issuance of a building permit for a wind turbine tower and

continuing after construction until such facility is removed from the site, the

applicant shall provide documentation satisfactory to the county and at such

reasonable intervals as determined by the county ofthe existence of liability

insurance coverage with $1,000,000 limi! for property damage, injury or death

resulting from the construction, placement, use, maintenance, operation of a Wind

Generation Facility, by the owner of the site.

6. REMOVAL OF OBSOLETE WIND TURBINE FACILITIES:

Obsolete or unused turbines and accessory structures shall be removed from

any site within six months of the discontinuance of the use thereof. Ownerofthe

site shall notify the county in writing within thirty (30) days ofthe discontinuance

of the use of such Turbine Tower or facilities. Failure to notify and/or remove the

obsolete or unused tower or facility in accordance with these regulations shall be a

violation of this law. The county may remove such facilities after 6 months and treat

the cost as a tax lien on the property.

7. PERMIT AND SITE PLAN PROCEDURES SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS:

A. Commercial Generating facilities shall provide a digital elevation model-

based project visibility map showing the impact of topography upon

visibility ofthe project from other locations throughout the region, to a

distance of 5 miles from the center ofthe project. The scale used shall

depict a 3 mile radius no smaller than 2.7 inches, and the base map shall be

a published topographic map showing cultural features and other

landmarks.

B. Color photographs, at least 3 inches X 5 inches, taken from several

locations within a three-mile radius of the boundaries of the commercial

facility site, shall be provided. Said photographs shall be computer

enhanced to simulate the appearance of the as-built aboveground site

facilities as such would appear from said locations.
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8. WIND ACCESS CLAIMS AGAINST ADJACENT PARCELS:

Unless a prior wind access easement has been acquired, claims cannot be

filed against neighbors for obstructing wind, based on either current or future

improvements on their parcels.

PASSED AND APPR0VED by the Board of County Commissioners, Butte

County, Idaho this fi* day of Ju.vr e, . 2015.

E. Be
Chairman

Brian Harrell
Commissioner

Rose Bernal
Commissioner

ATTEST:
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RESOLUION NO. EU€- O/

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE BUTTE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS TO

ESTABLISH A BOARD OF COMMUNITY GUARDIANS PURSUANT TO l.C. 15-5-601-603 and BUTTE COUNry

ORDINANCE 2011-01, Recording lnstrument No.800000058, lN BUTTE COUNTY, IDAHo:

ADOPTED by the Butte County Commissioners of the County of Butte, ldaho this 2/ day of November,

2074

ATTEST: APPROVED

Clerk Kent Cummins, Commissioner

Brian H a rrell, Commissioner
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