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WHEREAS, Idaho Code $ 46-l'tl1 allor.r.; a quorum of the Board of Bufte County
Commissioners to declare a local disas' r emergency and

WHEREAS, Idaho Code $ 46-1J02(2) deiines "disaster" as the imminent threat of
widespread or severe damage, injury, or loss of lit'e or property resulting lrom any natural or
man-made cause. . .: and

WHEREAS, Idaho Code S 46-1002(3) provides that an "emergency" includes the
imminent threat ofa "disaster" or condition threatening life or property which requires state

emergency assistance to supplement local efforts to protect property or avert or lessen the threat
of "disaster"; and

WHEREAS, a result of a population explosion of destructive burrowing pests including
ground squinels, voles, or other burrowing vermin at numerous locations throughout Butte
County; and

WHEREAS, local farm owners have expepienced losses estimated at 40Yo - 60Yo ot
harvest yields of alfalfa crops on affected farms eJiimated at $250,000 in economic agricultural
losses during the 2019 crop year due to the destructive behavior of burrowing pests; and

WHEREAS, conventional pest control efforts have not been effective in controlling the
burror,r ing pest population:

WHEREAS, a declaration alloVss that public interest and necessity may demand
government authority and assistance to implement emergency actions that preserve real property
and economic viability and includes seeking involvement from appropriate state and federal
agencies;

That this Local Destructive Pests Disaster Emergency Declaration shall expire 1

November 2020 unless the Board of Butte County Commissioners expressly authorizes the
continuance of such Declaration; and
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BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, the Board of Butte County Commissioners does

hereby declare:

That a disaster emergency as defined in $ 46-1002, Idaho Code, presently exists in Bufte
County based on continue severe damage to agricultural lands from the presence oflarge
numbers of burrowing pests exceeding the County's ability to protect agricultural land against
this theat.



and
That this Declaration shall promptly be filed with the Butte County Recorder's Office;

That prompt and general publicity shall be given by a press release notifuing the public of
the Declaration.

APPROVEDANDADOPTEDThis .15* thday of No.rer, hg,--, 2019.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
BUTTE COLINTY. IDAHO
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ATTEST: SHELI-Y BLACKNER. CI,I]RK

By,
County erk
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