Planning & Zoning
Minutes
July 16, 2025 — 6:00 p.m.
Area of Impact Public Hearing with the City of Arco

Attendees: Randy Purser, Mike Hansen, Tom Darland, Matt Nelson, Scotty
Allen, and Jody Harrington.

The Arco City Planning & Zoning was also in attendance. Rebecca Long,
Amanada Weatherbee, and Kim Sanders.

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.

The minutes from May 25, 2025, were not available at the time of the meeting.
They will be sent out when completed.

Randy Purser opened the meeting with a reading of the procedures for the
Public Hearing. Randy addressed the community members regarding the
signup sheets at the back of the room, stating that they would need to sign in
to testify.

No written testimony was available for comment. This was the same for the
City.
Randy informed everyone that the final decision would be based on the

testimony provided and that the meeting was recorded. The recommendations
will then need to go before the County commissioner at a later date.

Rebecca addressed the attendees that the Area of Impact DOES NOT mean
Annexation. Anything to do with an Annexation into the city would require its
own public hearing. The City aims to coordinate with the county on building
permits to ensure orderly development and utility planning. It also aims to
plan for growth and coordinate with the county on new ordinances

Jody also mentioned that if we, as a city and county, cannot come to an
agreement on the Area of Impact by December 2025, the State of Idaho will
come in and make it for us. If the State comes in, it may not be what we want
as a community, so it is in our best interest to make these decisions together.

It was mentioned that the area of impact aims to coordinate planning by letting
the County inform the City of any building or construction being done so close
to the city limits. This will aid in the building of roads as well as any needed
utilities.

We had roughly 29 people in attendance at the hearing. Not everyone voiced
concerns. We had one person in FAVOR, O undecided, and 29 AGAINST.



Several residents expressed concern about the upcoming City elections, given
the current board's agreement with this proposal, and questioned when the
new board might change its stance and attempt to force annexation.

The residents also expressed concerns about how the current infrastructure
would be able to handle the proposed Area of Impact.

There were concerns raised about water usage, well-ownership, and septic
systems.

The City addressed concerns regarding infrastructure improvements.

Residents expressed concerns about potential restrictions on property use,
such as animal ownership and potential land divisions. There is a desire to
maintain a rural lifestyle and homesteading opportunities, even with potential
city involvement.

Residents also expressed a desire to maintain their rural lifestyle and property
values.

One of the residents is a local realtor. One of his concerns was that when he
sells a property, the buyers will want to know their chances of being annexed
into the city. They are moving to this area to begin a rural lifestyle, and don'’t
want to have to wonder if they will be annexed into the City limits.

One resident expressed frustration about the lack of communication regarding
the area of impact meeting.

These Public Hearings are advertised in the local paper for 3 weeks prior to the
meeting. There is always a notice located at all three Post Offices, as well as
the Sheriff's office, the Courthouse, the Administration Building, and the
Business Center where the Public Hearing will be held.

Public Hearings and opportunities for input are essential for shaping future
ordinances and planning decisions.

A copy of the recording is available at the Planning and Zoning office, as well as
a synopsis from the recording.

Our next meeting will be held on the 20t of August 2025 at 7:00 pm in the
Butte County Business Center.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm.



