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Butte County BILLEE. Deputy

Resolution gp2,- 01
LOCAL DROUGHT EMERGENCY DECLARATION

WHEREAS, Idaho Code § 46-1011 allows a quorum of the Board of Butte County
Commissioners to declare a local disaster emergency and

WHEREAS, Idaho Code § 46-1002(2) defines “disaster” as the imminent threat of
widespread or severe damage, injury, or loss of life or property resulting from any natural or
man-made cause; and,

WHEREAS, Idaho Code § 46-1002(3) provides that an “emergency” includes the
imminent threat of a “disaster” or condition threatening life or property which requires state
emergency assistance to supplement local efforts to protect property or avert or lessen the threat
of “disaster”; and,

WHEREAS, Idaho Code § 42-222A grants the Director of the Department of Water
Resources and the Governor of the State of Idaho authority to declare a drought emergency and
authorize temporary changes in the point of diversion, the place of use, and the purpose of use
for valid existing water rights and temporary exchanges of water rights; and,

WHEREAS, drainages in and around Butte County are experiencing abnormally dry to
moderate drought conditions resulting from a Total Water Year to Date Precipitation percent of
median measured 122% of normal in the Big Lost and 119% in Little Lost River drainage basins
with a US Seasonal Drought Outlook indicating drought conditions for both basins. Current
snowpacks are projected to melt three weeks earlier this spring. Additionally, the seasonal
precipitation outlook through June 2026 indicates a below chance of adequate precipitation; and,

WHEREAS, the Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS) forecasts that stream
flow volumes in the Big Lost River Basin for the 2026 farm production season are predicted to
run at near to below normal raising the chances of an agricultural economic disaster.

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, the Board of Butte County Commissioners does
hereby declare:

That a drought emergency presently exists in Butte County authorizing temporary
changes to the appropriation of water as necessary and allowed by § 42-222A, Idaho Code; and

That this Local Drought Emergency Declaration shall expire on December 31, 2026
unless the Board of Butte County Commissioners expressly authorizes the continuance of such
Declaration; and

That this Declaration shall promptly be filed with the Butte County Recorder’s Office;
and,

That prompt and general publicity shall be given by a press release notifying the public of
the Declaration,
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APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 13" day of April, 2026

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
BUTTE COUNTY, IDAHO

Ber Gorsl!

Chairman, Brian Harrell

L/L/./%/%/oﬁi :gp%

Confmissioner M.H. “Hootie” Langseth

ATTEST: SHELLY BLACKNER, CLERK

oy: Shallly_Blacknen
County Clerk
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